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Transylvania was for centuries a cultured, influential and prosperous region. Today, after 
decades of poverty and depressed rural economy, it is best known for its rich heritage of 
traditional rural life and biodiversity. Conservationists, by protecting the natural 
environment and assisting the economic development of farming communities, are working 
to protect and enhance the natural wealth of plants and animals. This richness was the basis 
for much of the region’s former prosperity, particularly in the Saxon Villages area of south-
east Transylvania. Most Saxons have now left, but their agricultural heritage can be a sound 
basis for future economic growth. For both people and nature, this should combine the best 
of traditional farming practices and innovative technology to achieve an enhanced rural 
economy that can provide a good livelihood again for farming families. 
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