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Thematic issue: Moving towards integrative learning experiences 

 
Changes in education may end up dramatically as they do more than impacting a generation of 
graduates, they influence mentalities and shape ways of looking at the world. Similarly, teaching 
has always had the power to diffuse not just words, structures, and pronunciation, but ideas, 
concepts, entire philosophies of thinking and perspectives on life. Yet, all play their part, but the 
quantity and the confection of the shares do have a word to say in terms of the impact of 
teaching foreign languages to students. Such questions as ‘Should there be more emphasis on 
teaching grammar rather than on teaching literature?’, ‘Should students read more rather than 
work on translations?’ or ‘Should students be exposed to authentic cultural contexts, or can they 
understand a culture from ‘outside’?’ have been long asked and partial dissociative answers have 
been provided. Still, the question is not about what is more important, it is mostly about offering 
students of languages as much exposure to whatever that language means – structure, literature, 
culture – as the goal is to provide them with the necessary skills and knowledge to become 
independent users and adapt to an ever-changing environment, no matter it is in a classroom, at 
a workplace, or in their communities.  
 
Focusing too much or exclusively on grammar, as the functionalist grammar suggested, limits 
language to a communication meant to satisfy day-to-day needs. Teaching predominantly 
literature exposes learners to the danger of graduating with major language deficits curtailing 
their ability of handling literary concepts and expressing personal ideas. Preponderant teaching of 
cultural concepts, though beneficial as it might inhibit the exacerbation of the ethnocentric 
feelings, lacks vigour when there is little or no authentic exposure to a native culture environment.  
 
The dilemma is not if language, literature, and culture should all be taught, but how to find a 
smooth balance between them so that a learner upon graduation is not only an independent user 
of the language, but s/he safely manipulates literary concepts, shares personal opinions on 
literature and is able to permeate cultures easily and openly. Integrated modus operandi would 
confer its beneficiaries all the (intellectual and pecuniary) advantages of having learnt a foreign 
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language. A fine tuning of teaching language, literature and culture requires a fair stand to the 
learner’s needs that should prevail on condition the educational system is learner oriented.  
 
Moving towards integrative learning experiences provides a platform to answer these questions 
and, why not, to raise others, by publishing studies about teaching (Romanian as a foreign 
language included), building new skills relying on the existing ones, establishing connections 
between literature, language and culture, expressing opinions on the primordial teaching of one of 
them over the others. We thus welcome contributions that can cover one or more of the following 
topics: 
 

 Teaching literature, language, and cultures as complementary facets of languages 
 The relationship between literature, language, and culture 
 Languages shape cultures 
 The importance of language in literature 
 The influence of culture on literature 
 Why and how literature is important to culture 
 Using cultural and literary theories in teaching literature 
 Using literature in teaching 
 Experiencing other cultures through language and literature 
 Strategies of integrated teaching 
 Teacher awareness of literature, language, and culture interconnection 

 
Contributions may be written in English and must have an abstract of maximum 120 words. The 
authors are advised to follow the journal’s submission guidelines and stylesheet, available at the 
following website: http://webbut.unitbv.ro/index.php/Series_IV/Author_guidelines  
 
The deadline for article submissions is 30 June 2022. 
 
Articles should be sent as an electronic copy in Word for Windows to the following e-mail addresses:  
 
Cristina Vâlcea, PhD  cristina.valcea@unitbv.ro  
Ecaterina Pavel, PhD  ecaterina.pavel@unitbv.ro 
  
All submitted articles will be blind peer-reviewed. Accepted articles will be returned for post-review 
revisions by 15 July 2022 and are expected back in their final version on or before 1 September 2022. 


